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Press Release

[IT Mandi Inaugurates ‘Panchvaktra Marg’ Connecting North and
South Campuses of IIT Mandi

IIT Mandj also Launches ‘Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam’ Plantation Drive with 2,000 Saplings

July 30th, 2026; Mandi: Marking a significant milestone in strengthening campus
infrastructure and sustainability, the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Mandi today
inaugurated its much-awaited Campus Unification Road, officially named Panchvaktra
Marg, connecting the Institute's North and South Campuses through a dedicated internal
route. The inauguration was led by Prof. Laxmidhar Behera, Director, IIT Mandji, in the
presence of faculty, staff, students, engineers, and officials associated with the project.

The newly inaugurated Panchvaktra Marg is a major infrastructure development that
enables seamless movement across the entire IIT Mandi campus, fostering greater
academic, administrative, and community integration. The two-lane road, measuring
approximately 3.5 kilometres in length and 9 metres in width, has been constructed at an
approximate cost of X21 crore. In addition to facilitating vehicular movement, the road
includes a dedicated paved pedestrian pathway, promoting safe and convenient walking
within the campus.

A key engineering component of the project is the construction of a 50-metre-long, two-
lane prestressed box girder bridge over the Kataula Khad, ensuring uninterrupted
connectivity between the two campuses. Given the challenging Himalayan terrain, the
project incorporates comprehensive drainage and disaster mitigation measures,
including scientifically designed roadside drains, channelization structures, RCC slab
culverts, protective works along the valley side, and proper street lighting for safe night-
time travel. The road has also been designed with gentle gradients to ensure safe and
comfortable movement while maintaining stability in the hilly landscape.

During construction, engineers encountered a nearly 150-metre-long rocKky stretch, which
required careful excavation using environmentally sustainable engineering techniques
instead of extensive blasting. Although this extended the construction timeline, it ensured
minimal ecological disturbance while maintaining the highest standards of safety and
engineering excellence.

Speaking on the occasion, Prof. Laxmidhar Behera, Director, IIT Mandi, said, "We have
named this route - Panchvaktra Marg after the historic Panchvaktra Shiva Temple of
Mandj, symbolizing our deep respect for the region’s rich cultural and spiritual heritage.

This road will not only enhance connectivity between the campuses but also strengthen

the sense of unity within the IIT Mandi community. [ extend my heartfelt congratulations
to all the faculty, staft, students, engineers, and workers whose dedication and collective

efforts made this important milestone possible.”

On the occasion, IIT Mandi also launched the 'Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam' plantation drive,
under which nearly 2,000 saplings will be planted along and around Panchvaktra Marg.
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The initiative reflects the Institute's commitment to environmental Techstelogy

sustainability while encouraging every member of the community to
contribute towards building a greener and healthier campus.

About IIT Mandi:

Indian Institutes of Technology Mandi is one of the top second-generation IITs located
in Kamand Valley, Mandi district of Himachal Pradesh, India. It is one of eight

new Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs) established by the Ministry of Human
Resource Development, Government of India, and recognized as one of Institutes of
National Importance. [IT Mandi's permanent campus about 14 km (8.7 mi) from Mandi
consists of the South and North campuses connected by a narrow neck. The South
campus is on the left bank of the Uhl River below Kamand village. The North campus is
along the Kataula Khad opposite Salgi village. A transit campus at Government Post
graduate College, Mandi was handed over by the Himachal Pradesh Government on 16
November 2009. The Kamand campus ground-breaking ceremony, to mark the start of
construction, was held on 13 April 2012. On 25 April 2015, [IT Mandi became the first of
all the new IITs to completely shift B. Tech students to its permanent campus in
Kamand. Since its inception the institute has been involved with more than 275
Research and Development (R&D) projects worth more than X120 crore. In the past 10
years, the institute has signed Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with as many as
11 international and 12 national universities.

Follow us on:

e Linkedin - https://www.linkedin.com/school/indian-institute-of-technology-
mandi/?originalSubdomain=in

o Twitter - https://x.com/iit mandi

e facebook - https://www.facebook.com/I[TMandiZ009

e [nstagram -
https.://www.instagram.com/iitmandi20097igsh=emViamxrbTgzNHc=

e Youtube:https://www.youtube.com/@iitmandi7301

Please visit our official website: https://www.iitmandi.ac.in/
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