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1. Preamble:  

This course introduces students to a set of philosophical approaches to the study of texts and 

narratives. They will learn how texts and narrative forms can be studied by placing them in the 

network of intentionalities within which they are produced and consumed. More precisely, 

texts will be seen as artefacts, i.e. being constituted within specific traditions, interacting with 

and reacting to other texts, and enabled and constrained by certain structures and patterns. 

Given the ubiquity of texts, intellectual or otherwise, in our lives, and in different societies, a 

need is felt to understand what a text is in the first place, and how, depending on different 

contexts, lends itself to various transformations and performance modes. This course is 

designed to clearly articulate and address this need as an exigent, recognising that a naïve 

approach to texts not only does not yield much in terms of signification, it in fact hampers their 

proper appreciation. The course also looks at various narrative forms, from literature to myth 

to history, as embodying particular textual configurations and offers insights on how the same 

can be investigated. From more recognised concerns like those of genre, utterances, 

intertextuality, intermediality etc., the course ventures to introduce students to more 

contemporary approaches of broaching the textual condition. By raising questions on the self-

evident universality of literature, to articulating the same in systemic terms, the course also 

explores the possibility of understanding texts beyond the contours set by the usually 

understood norms of textuality. Finally, the students of this course will come to see how a 

philosophical approach to texts and narratives goes further and deeper than the allied discipline 

of literary theory, which is often only concerned with methods of reading and analysis. The 
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course will be beneficial for research scholars, post-graduates and advanced undergraduates 

across various streams, and will enable them to pose pertinent questions to texts and narratives 

they encounter as well as use in the process of their studies and research.   

 

2. Course Modules with quantitative lecture hours:  

Unit 1: Philosophical Underpinnings and Key Concepts (12 hours) 

 What is a Text? 

 Text and Signs 

 Text and Genre 

 Intertextuality  

 Intermediality  

 Translation 

Unit 2: Narrative Forms, Structures and Time (10 hours) 

 Text and Narrative 

 Narrative forms  

 Order in Narrative  

 Time and Narrative 

 Historical Narration  

Unit 3: Literary Narratives and the Question of Realism (10 hours) 

 Fiction 

 The Limits of Fictionality  

 Epic and Novel 

 Realism and Irrealism 

 Is Literature a Universal? 

     Unit 4: Beyond Text? (10 hours) 

 Literary System 

 World Literature 

 Planetary Textuality 

 Science Fiction 

 Beyond Text? 

 

Laboratory/practical/tutorial Modules: NA 
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3. Text books: 

1. Duff, D (Ed.). 2014. Modern Genre Theory. London: Routledge.  

2. McQuillan, M (Ed.). 2000. The Narrative Reader. London: Routledge.  
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23. Ong, W. J. 2002. Orality and Literacy. London. Routledge.  

 



 

Proposal for a New Course 

 

5. Similarity with the existing courses:  

(Similarity content is declared as per the number of lecture hours on similar topics) 

S. No.  Course Code Similarity 
Content 

Approx. % of Content 

1.     

 

 

6. Justification of new course proposal if cumulative similarity content is >30%:  

 


